As an Indian-born immigrant and high school senior, Wisconsin has become my beloved home
over the years. Despite being a state that is often overlooked, Wisconsin is a hidden gem in the
United States, with numerous reasons to love living here.

First and foremost, Wisconsin's natural beauty is unparalleled. The state boasts some of the most
breathtaking landscapes in the country, including Lake Michigan, the Wisconsin Dells, and the
Apostle Islands. Each of these destinations offers a unique and unforgettable experience that will
take your breath away. The Wisconsin Dells, for instance, is a water park lover's paradise and a
great place to make cherished memories with friends and family during the summer months.

But Wisconsin's true essence lies in its people. Wisconsinites are widely renowned for their
friendliness and welcoming nature. They are always willing to lend a helping hand and strike up
a conversation. I have been lucky to make numerous friends here, and their kindness and
generosity never cease to amaze me. This community spirit is what makes Wisconsin a great
place to live and call home.

Wisconsin's character is shaped by its exceptional businesses in addition to its natural beauty and
welcoming people. Among these businesses, the New Glarus Brewing Company in the town of
New Glarus stands out. This brewery is a Wisconsin icon known for its outstanding beers and
sustainability commitment. The company operates a solar-powered village and uses
locally-sourced ingredients in their beers. They not only produce excellent beer but also
contribute to preserving the environment.

The Willy Street Co-op in Madison is another Wisconsin business that I adore. This grocery store
goes beyond providing food and serves as a community center that brings people together. The
Co-op is famous for its dedication to social responsibility and sustainability. It provides a wide
range of organic and locally sourced items and prioritizes waste reduction. The Co-op also
sponsors community events such as the Willy Street Fair, which is a beloved highlight of
Madison's summer.

Being an Indian-born immigrant, I have a deep appreciation for cultural cuisine, and Wisconsin
has never disappointed. I was thrilled to discover a diverse selection of restaurants that cater to
my cultural preferences. Among these restaurants, Swagat, located in Madison, is a personal
favorite.

For me, Swagat has become a home away from home. As soon as I walk through the door, the
welcoming aroma of Indian spices greets me, taking me back to my roots. The decor, music, and
cuisine create an immersive experience that transports me to India, offering a space to find
harmony between my cultural heritage and Wisconsin's surroundings.

The food at Swagat is not only authentic but also delicious. The chefs use fresh ingredients and
traditional Indian cooking techniques to produce mouth-watering dishes that are full of flavor. |
have a particular fondness for their chicken tikka masala and samosas, which never fail to delight
my taste buds. The attentive and welcoming staff make the dining experience even more
enjoyable.



What I appreciate most about Swagat is that it is not just a place to satisfy my craving for Indian
food but also an opportunity to share my culture with others. My friends and classmates are
always curious about Indian cuisine, and I take great pleasure in introducing them to the dishes I
grew up with. Swagat provides a comfortable and hospitable space to share my culture and
allows others to learn about it.

In a state well-known for its cheese, brats, and beer, Swagat provides a refreshing break from the
typical Wisconsin fare. It serves as a reminder that Wisconsin is a melting pot of cultures and
that our differences should be celebrated. Swagat is more than a restaurant; it's a cultural
ambassador that helps unite different communities.

Swagat is a cultural haven for me, where I can indulge in authentic Indian cuisine and connect
with my roots. It's not just a restaurant, but a place where I feel a sense of community and
belonging. In a state where cultural diversity is often overlooked, Swagat stands out as a shining
example of inclusivity and acceptance. I feel fortunate to live in a place where businesses like
Swagat can thrive and contribute to making Wisconsin a more vibrant and diverse state.

Wisconsin is a state that [ hold near and dear to my heart. There are so many reasons why I love
living here, from the natural beauty of the landscape to the friendly and welcoming people.
Wisconsin truly has it all, and it's a place where I feel like I can truly be myself.

One of the things that makes Wisconsin special is the strong sense of community and belonging
that exists here. From small towns to big cities, people are always willing to lend a helping hand
or strike up a conversation with a stranger. This hospitality is something that I've come to
appreciate and cherish, and it's one of the reasons why I feel so at home in Wisconsin.

In addition to the welcoming people, Wisconsin is also home to some incredible businesses that
add to the state's unique character. From breweries to cheese shops to local restaurants like
Swagat, there's no shortage of places to explore and discover. These businesses not only provide
jobs and stimulate the economy but also make Wisconsin a more vibrant and interesting place to
live.

Of course, the natural beauty of Wisconsin is another thing that sets it apart. From the rolling
hills of the Driftless Area to the pristine shores of Lake Michigan, there's always something new
to discover. I love spending time outdoors and exploring all that Wisconsin has to offer.

In conclusion, Wisconsin is a state that truly has it all. The strong sense of community, unique
businesses, and stunning natural beauty are just a few of the many reasons why I love living
here. I feel grateful to call Wisconsin my home, and I look forward to all of the adventures and
experiences that are yet to come.



