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 The coolest thing made in Wisconsin is  Allen Edmonds shoes. Allen Edmonds was 

started in the small town of Belgium, Wisconsin in 1922. They make shoes, boots, and slip ons 

that span from formal to casual. They employ 515  people in the town of Port Washington, 

Wisconsin.  

The town of Port Washington, Wi is located in southwestern Wisconsin in  Ozaukee 

county. And has a population of about 12000 as of 2019. Port Washington was founded in 1835 

by a person named Wooster Harrison.  

    Allen Edmonds helps recraft shoes to make their life span even longer. Each year, 300 

million pairs of shoes are thrown away in the United States alone. By doing this, they save 

75,000 pairs of shoes yearly. While making the shoes, they get rid of metals that are harmful to 

the environment usually used in the tanning process. 

In 2021, Allen Edmonds teamed up with Armondo Cabral to celebrate their 100th year in  

business. To celebrate, Cabral produced a shoe that had both European and African qualities. 

They will be using the profits to help African education and social justice in America.   

With Allen Edmonds, quality comes first. They are known throughout America on 

account of having been worn by Presidents Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush,  Bill Clinton, 

And George W. Bush on inauguration day. While making the shoe, it takes 212 steps and 48 

hands to complete a single shoe. They also have hand-selected leather and 40000 lasts which are 

used to form the shoe into its shape. Finally, they hand polish the shoe.                        

 



Some may argue that Allen Edmonds is not the coolest thing in Wisconsin based on their 

perception of Wisconsin. Some may argue that Wisconsin is for kringles, bratwurst, and cheese. 

However, Allen Edmonds shows the rich history of Wisconsin in just a shoe. Others may ask 

why choose this over other products in Wisconsin. In view of the fact that Wisconsin is known 

for all of the above, I wanted to choose something that wasn't just a product, but a part of 

Wisconsin's history.    

Convincingly, the coolest thing in Wisconsin is Allen Edmonds shoes, from presidents 

wearing them to the hand-selected leather used on every shoe. Furthermore, they started from a 

small beginning and grew into a worldwide company. Hence, this truly is the coolest thing made 

in 

Wisconsin.                                           
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