Business: A Force for Good

Chris Guillebeau, a world-renowned entrepreneur, speaker, and blogger, stated, "If you
make your business about helping others, you'll always have plenty of work." Growing up in a
small rural community truly exemplifies Mr. Guillebeau's quote as a founding principle of rural
community companies. Most of the companies in my area have helped our community in any
way possible, whether by hosting a simple food drive, community day celebration, or having a
large charity gala; businesses that give back to their community never run out of work.

Greg R. Schroeder Trucking is a small business in my community that has notably helped
our community. Greg R. Schroeder Trucking is located in Wausaukee, Wisconsin; however, he
travels throughout Northeastern Wisconsin and the Upper Michigan Peninsula. Fortunately, the
man who owns this trucking business, Greg Schroeder, also happens to be my dad; therefore, I
have witnessed everything he has done for our community. His company is in the logging
industry, and he transports logs to various mills in Northeastern Wisconsin and Upper Michigan
and has been in business for 15 years. Greg R. Schroder Trucking currently has two employees;
the first is his secretary, his wife, who keeps track of his financial data and payroll. The second
employee is a skidder operator responsible for forwarding and stacking all the cut logs at an
easily accessible landing for the trucks to be hauled away.

Greg Schroeder is a third-generation log trucker driver beginning at 18 years old under
his grandfather. After his grandfather passed away, he continued working for and leasing
tractor-trailers from his father. In 2006, when his father was ready to retire, he began his own
company and created Greg R. Schroeder Trucking. Since then, he has been making his own path,

supporting his family, and helping out the community whenever he can.



In 2012, he initiated one of the most significant projects in the Wausaukee community.
The Wausaukee Recreation Association, Inc., of which he was a founding member and
President, decided to remodel Wausaukee's only park - Ballas Park. Before the remodel, this
park consisted of two overgrown softball and baseball fields, two dilapidated concession stands,
old creepy bathrooms with only cold running water, and a small sandbox. The idea and dreams
the Wausaukee Recreation Association had proposed were considerable for the small village of
Wausaukee. The founding Recreation personnel approached both the Village and Town Boards
with the proposal and the possibility of funding. When both boards could only contribute
minimal amounts towards the project that would benefit them the most (by bringing people to the
community), Mr. Schroeder realized that the rest of the funding would fall back on the
Recreation Association board. Remember that Wausaukee is a tiny village in Northeastern
Wisconsin relying on tourism; the Wasaukee Recreation Association is a volunteer board with
their funding coming from concession stand sales during Little League games. With
determination, persistence, and grit, my father and the Recreation board members raised enough
money to turn the park into what it is today. The new park consists of - playgrounds for both
toddlers and older children, a large pavilion with modern ADA bathrooms and a concession
stand, a concrete walking path, updated scorekeeper booths and scoreboards, and finally a
basketball court. The park also received a new name, Steve Stumbris Sr. Memorial Park, with the
remodel. Today, the park hosts several baseball and softball tournaments a year, an annual Fourth
of July event, and can be rented for graduation and reunion parties.

Another thing that Greg Schroeder does is give back to the local school. He attended
Crivitz High School, a school 10 minutes to the south and Wausaukee's main rival. However,

this has not deterred him from giving back. First, he is an elected Board of Education member.



Each year, he donates his time to make sure the students in the Wausaukee School District are
receiving the best education possible while being financially responsible. Secondly, he
contributes financially to school fundraisers, including the Back to School program, which
provides school supplies to disadvantaged local students. He donates basket raffles to various
school organizations, including the Wausaukee Ice Fishing Team's Fish Fry Dinner, to fund their
ice fishing derby trips. Additonally, Mr. Schroeder has purchased countless yearbook ads, which
helps offer the annual yearbook at a lower cost for the students to buy. Finally, he is very
generous with his time. He is the Assistant Varsity Baseball Coach and donates his time to the
local youth by facilitating baseball, softball, and basketball clinics and tournaments.

A business's value should not be measured by its financial net worth but by what they
offer to its community. Mr. Schroeder has proven that a company does not have to be big to
impact a community. By no means is my father a rich man. Still, he is very generous with his
resources, whether he gives a few hours a day to coach and mentor the local youth or donate a
large sum of money to one of the community's most significant projects. Greg R. Schroeder
Trucking is a force for good, and Mr. Schroeder is determined to make his community the best it

can be, now and for generations to come.
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